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Webinar information

● This meeting is being recorded and will be posted on the 

Washington Passport Network YouTube channel and the WPN 

website

● Meeting format to encourage questions and participation!

● Please raise your hand or submit questions in chat at any time 



Welcome!

Juliet Schindler 
Executive Director of 
Public Affairs and 
Strategic 
Partnerships, CSF
(she/her)

0

Emily Stochel 
Program Manager of 
Government 
Relations & 
Advocacy, CSF
(she/her)

Curtis Anderson 
Graduate Assistant, 
Eastern Washington 
University

(he/him)



CSF Advocacy & the
Washington Passport Network

The WPN is comprised of individuals who have various roles 
supporting students who have experienced foster care or 
unaccompanied homelessness. 

PLT Advising Structure Workgroup Goals
▶ Have an effective policy advising structure for the Passport Leadership 

Team to give recommendations on potential or existing legislation. 
▶ Have an effective advising structure for the PLT to give policy, procedure, 

and implementation recommendations to WSAC. 

Workgroup Team Members:  Colleen Montoya Barbano, Andrew Nesbitt, 
Peggy Carlson, Yokiko Hayashi-Saguil, Halley Shriber, Stacey Klim, Nicole Fry
Staff Leads: Juliet Schindler & Carla Idohl-Corwin, support from Emily Stochel



Icebreaker

▶ Did you attend the Passport conference and hear Senator Trudeau’s remarks?
▶ If so, did her call to action inspire you? 
▶ What is one concrete next step you could take to begin engaging in advocacy? 
▶ What feels like a barrier? 



Agenda

▶ Overview of a long legislative session
▶ Highlights of 2023 session
▶ Passed legislation of interest to WPN (youth 

in care and youth experiencing 
unaccompanied homelessness)

▶ Other relevant bills
▶ Relevant items in the operating budget
▶ Relevant bills that did not get passed
▶ What happens next? 



High Level Overview

“Long” legislative session (105 days) 
Biennial budget writing year 
One party (Democrats) control
The impact of ESSER funding

What is a long legislative session and 
what is its purpose?



Bills Passed that Directly Influence
WPN students



HB 1559 (Entenman): Establishing the 
student basic needs at public 
postsecondary institutions act

▶ Requires employment of a Benefits Navigator at each institution 

of higher education and the tribal college

▶ Creates Hunger-Free and Basic Needs Campus Strategic Plans

▶ Creates a student basic needs survey 

▶ Enacts the Free and Reduced-Price Meals Pilot Program

▶ Funding: $5.236M of WEIA 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1559-S2%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605113540


HB 1406 (Cortes): Concerning youth seeking 
housing assistance and other related services
▶ Authorizes a child to remain in a licensed shelter or with another 

licensed organization that provides services to homeless or runaway 

youth for up to 90 days if the shelter or organization is unable to make 

contact with a parent, but the parent does not request that the child 

return home

▶ Requires OHY Prevention and Protection Programs to provide 

additional funding and assistance to contracted youth service providers 

or other entities who convene a community support team

▶ Requires DCYF to offer Family Reconciliation Services to families or 

youth after receiving a report that a youth is away from a lawfully 

prescribed residence as soon as possible

▶ Increases the length of time that a youth may remain in a HOPE Center 

to 90 days (from 30)

▶ Partially funded at $1.562M

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1406-S%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605115531ouse/1559-S2%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605113540


HB 1580 (Callan): Creating a system to support 
children in crisis 
▶ Requires the Governor maintain a Children and Youth Multisystem Care 

Coordinator to serve as a state lead on addressing complex cases of 

children in crisis

▶ Requires that the Care Coordinator, in coordination with DCYF; the 

Health Care Authority; the Office of Financial Management (OFM); and 

DSHS, develop and implement a Rapid Care Team for the purpose of 

supporting and identifying appropriate services and living arrangements 

for a child in crisis, and that child’s family, if appropriate

▶ Allows the Care Coordinator to have access to flexible funds to support 

the safe discharge of of children in crisis from hospitals and long-term, 

appropriate placement for children in crisis who are dependent 

▶ Amount funded: $6M

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1580-S2%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605120042


HB 1679 (Rule): Modifying and extending 
requirements of a work group convened to 
address the needs of students in foster care, 
experiencing homelessness, or both

▶ Expands the Project Education Impact (PEI) work group to 

address the needs of students in foster care or 

experiencing homelessness to address students in or 

exiting juvenile rehabilitation facilities

▶ Extends the expiration date of the work group from 

December 31, 2024, until December 31, 2028

▶ Fiscal note/funding: $277k

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1679%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605120624


Other Relevant Bills that Passed 



AFFORDABILITY & ACCESS
Free School Meals (E2SHB 1238):
▶ Phases in universal free meals at public schools who serve students 

in grades K–4 with high percentages of students who are identified as 
low-income. With this legislation, over 200 additional Washington 
schools will be able to provide universal meals for their students over 
the next two school years.

▶ Funding:  $16M of GF-S appropriation for FY25 provided solely for 
implementation of free school meals.

Needs of Students Experiencing
Homelessness (HB1622, Fey): 
▶ Makes various changes to provisions governing the state grant 

programs of OSPI and the Department of Commerce for students 
who are experiencing homelessness, including aligning program 
goals, establishing common reporting requirements, and establishing 
examples of permitted expenditures for the OSPI program. 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1238&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1622%20HBR%20PL%2023.pdf?q=20230605113047


AFFORDABILITY & ACCESS
Eliminating college in the high school fees. 2SSB 5048: 
▶ Requires institutions of higher education to provide enrollment and 

registration in College in the High School (CHS) courses at no cost to 
students in grades 9 through 12 at public high schools. It also directs high 
schools that provide CHS courses to include information in the course 
catalog, and to notify parents and guardians by email and in beginning of 
the year packets that there is no fee for students to enroll in CHS courses.

▶ Funding: $3.288M from WEIA 

Expanding access to dual credit programs. 2SHB 1316: 
▶ Requires public schools to allow eligible students to participate in Running 

Start and allows Running Start students to be funded up to a combined 
maximum enrollment of 1.4 FTE. It directs OSPI to adopt rules to fund 
student enrollment in Running Start courses during the summer academic 
term up to 10 college credits per student per summer academic term.

▶ Funding: $9.727M from GF-S  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5048&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1316&Initiative=false&Year=2023


SUPPORT

5120 (Dhingra): Directs the Department of Health to license or 
certify 23-Hour Crisis Relief Centers, a new type of crisis 
diversion facility to serve persons regardless of behavioral health 
acuity.

5256 (Saldana): Makes the child welfare housing program 
permanent through DCYF, which increases the availability of 
housing so that families can be reunified, placement can be 
prevented, and young people don’t exit foster care into 
homelessness. Amount funded: $5.255M

5243 (Wellman): Instructs OSPI to share policy recommendations 
around High School and Beyond Plans (HSBP) and update the 
HSBP online platform.

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5120-S2%20SBR%20HA%2023.pdf?q=20230605160822
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5256-S%20SBR%20HA%2023.pdf?q=20230605161053
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5243-S2.E%20SBR%20HA%2023.pdf?q=20230605155712


Budget items that directly impact
WPN students 
▶ $35.036M for Caregiver Support Package

▶ $1.5M to partially fund the Independent Living Programs request

▶ $2.21M to partially fund Treehouse’s Graduation Success expansion 

▶ $920k to fund additional educational advocates (Treehouse)

▶ $150k to extend the life of Project Education Impact (PEI) work group 

and add students to its mandate

▶ $2.441M to support funding requests for ongoing implementation of 

and recruitment efforts for the Children’s Representation Program 

per HB 1210 (2021) 

▶ $5.161M to increase the basic rate for foster care 

▶ $4M for the Homeless Prevention & Diversion Fund

▶ $3.384M for Youth Housing Support Services 



Relevant bills that did not pass
● 5230 (Wilson): concerning extended foster care services.

● 5591 (Nobles): providing dependent youth with financial education and 
support.

● 1045 (Berry): creating the evergreen basic income pilot.

● 5174 (Wellman): providing adequate and predictable student 
transportation. 

● 1405 (Alvarado): preserving public benefit payments to people in the 
care of DCYF.

● 1541 (Farivar): establishing the nothing about us without us act.

TRY, TRY AGAIN

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5230%20SBR%20WM%20TA%2023.pdf?q=20230605161754
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5591%20SBR%20HS%20OC%2023.pdf?q=20230605161928
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1045%20HBR%20HSEL%2023.pdf?q=20230605161703
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/5174-S2.E%20HBR%20APH%2023.pdf?q=20230605161336
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/1405-S2%20HBR%20APH%2023.pdf?q=20230605161831
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/1541-S2.E%20SBR%20WM%20TA%2023.pdf?q=20230605162049


SB 5230- Creation of Post-Extended Foster Care

● Good Morning Northwest media coverage

● Youth aging out of foster care at 18 and extended foster care at 21 

would receive a financial subsidy until age 25.

● Would require DCYF to ensure dependent youth age 15 and older 

are informed about Extended Foster Care (EFC).

○ A Washington Institute for Public Policy report found that for 

every $1 invested in these youth through EFC, we get $3.95 in 

return.

● Bill died in Ways and Means Committee.

S.B. 5230 Bill Report

WSIPP EFC Cost Benefit Report

ADVOCACY in ACTION

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5230%20SBR%20WM%20TA%2023.pdf?q=20230601161643
https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/1721
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ViqJDTzkzs&t=44


What’s next? 
● Implementation
● Interim work

○ This is the best time to engage!
○ Relationship building with legislators
○ Crafting legislation
○ Impact of fall 2024 elections 



DISCUSSION & QUESTIONS



Thank you!
Presenters’ contact info

Juliet Schindler

JSchindler@collegesuccessfoundation.org

206-839-6067

Emily Stochel

EStochel@collegesuccessfoundation.org

425-786-6512

Curtis Anderson

anderson.curtis1@hotmail.com

509-359-6707 

mailto:JSchindler@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:EStochel@collegesuccessfoundation.org

